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Induced Seismicity Work Group Representatives 
 
Richard J. Simmers 
Chief Division of Oil & Gas Resources Management, Ohio Department of Natural Resources  
Induced Seismicity Work Group Co-Chair 
 

As Chief of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Oil and Gas Resources 
Management, Rick Simmers is responsible for enforcing Ohio’s laws related to oil and gas drilling, 
production, plugging, orphan wells, solution mining, enhanced recovery, gas storage, and 
underground injection control operations.  
 

An ODNR career employee, Simmers began working for the Oil and Gas Program in 1985. Over the 
years he has served as a staff geologist, ground water investigator, acting chief and statewide field 
enforcement administrator.  
 
 
Rex Buchanan 
Interim Director, Kansas Geological Survey 
Induced Seismicity Work Group Co-Chair 
 
Rex grew up near Little River, in Rice County, Kansas, on the edge of the Smoky Hills. He has been at 
the Kansas Geological Survey, based at the University of Kansas, since 1978, and has been the Interim 
Director since 2010. He is the co-author of Roadside Kansas: A Guide to its Geology and Landmarks 
(rev. edition, 2010) and editor of Kansas Geology: An Introduction to Landscapes, Rocks, Minerals, and 
Fossils (rev. edition, 2010), both published by the University Press of Kansas; co-author of The Canyon 
Revisited: A Rephotography of the Grand Canyon, 1923-1991, published by the University of Utah 
Press (1994); and co-editor of Geowriting, published by the American Geological Institute (1995).   
 
He is currently the Secretary of the Association of American State Geologists, past chair of the 
Geology and Public Policy Committee of the Geological Society of America (GSA), and past president 
of the Kansas Association for Conservation and Environmental Education (KACEE), the Kansas 
Academy of Science, and the Association of Earth Science Editors.  He chairs the Kansas Task Force on 
Induced Seismicity.  In 2008 he was named a Fellow of GSA, and in 2009 was given the John Strickler 
award for environmental education from KACEE.  He also provides occasional commentaries on 
Kansas Public Radio. 
 
He has an undergraduate degree from Kansas Wesleyan University and graduate degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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Leslie Savage  
Assistant Director for Technical Permitting, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad Commission of Texas   
 
Over her 32 years of employment with the Commission, Ms. Savage helped develop and/or 
supervised the Commission’s programs for underground injection control, surface waste 
management, hazardous oil and gas wastes, naturally occurring radioactive material, waste 
minimization, and geologic storage of carbon dioxide.  Ms. Savage currently is responsible for 
managing the Groundwater Advisory, Engineering, UIC, and Environmental Permitting Units, as well as 
coordinating rulemaking for the division, coordinating with federal and other state agencies, and 
water quality certification of federal permits.   
 
Ms. Savage has represented the Commission in several state and national organizations, including the 
Texas Groundwater Protection Committee, the Executive Committee of the Coastal Coordination 
Council, the Governor’s Environmental Task Force, and the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact 
Commission, and currently is on the boards of the national Ground Water Protection Council and the 
State Review of Oil and Natural Gas Environmental Regulations, Inc. (STRONGER, Inc.).  Ms. Savage 
graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1982 with a B.S. in Geology. 
 
 
Michael Teague 
Oklahoma Secretary of Energy and Environment  
 
Michael Teague is serving as Oklahoma’s first secretary of Energy and Environment. Prior to his 
appointment, Teague served in the U.S. Army for nearly 30 years before retiring with the rank of 
Colonel. Teague served in many capacities during his time in the Army including commander for the 
Tulsa District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers where he was responsible for a civil works program 
encompassing all of Oklahoma, a large portion of southern Kansas and the panhandle of northern 
Texas. He oversaw over 700 employees in engineering, construction and operations, as well as an 
annual budget of $700 million.  
 
Throughout his career, Teague has dealt with power generation and distribution, water desalinization, 
and environmental impact studies. He has facilitated and negotiated numerous solutions regarding 
federal and state agencies, tribes, and local stakeholders.  
 
Teague also served in operational assignments in Germany, Honduras, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and 
numerous stateside duty stations. He deployed several times to the Middle East and central Asia 
including commanding the 52nd Engineer Battalion in Mosul, Iraq in support of the 101st Airborne 
Division as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003.  
 
Teague received a Bachelor’s of Science degree in civil engineering from Norwich University. He also 
received Master’s degrees in operations analysis from the Naval Postgraduate School and in national 
security and strategic studies from the Naval War College. 
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StatesFirst Staff Leadership 
 
Mike Paque 
Executive Director, Ground Water Protection Council 
 

Among the responsibilities of Executive Director for the Ground Water Protection Council (GWPC) are 
developing and maintaining an effective relationship between the GWPC, its member components, 
and the U.S. DOE and U.S. EPA; monitoring legislation, rule making and guidance development related 
to groundwater issues; increasing membership; developing position papers; and representing GWPC 
on national and federal work groups and committees.  
 
 
Mike Smith 
Executive Director, Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission 
 
Since 2008, Carl Michael Smith has served as the Executive Director of the Interstate Oil and Gas 
Compact Commission and continuing its mission to assist its 38 member states and 10 international 
affiliates in efficiently maximizing oil and natural gas resources through sound regulatory practices 
while protecting our nation’s health, safety and the environment. 
 
From 2002 to 2004 Carl Michael Smith served as assistant secretary of fossil energy for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Mr. Smith’s international experience includes service with the secretary 
general, Ministry of Science and Technology, People’s Republic of China as a co-chair of the US-China 
Oil andnGas Forum and as chairman of the policy group, Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum. 
Additionally, he led U.S. bilateral fossil energy protocols in Australia, India, Norway and Russia. 
 
From 1995 to 2002, Mr. Smith served as Oklahoma’s secretary of energy in the cabinet of former Gov. 
Frank Keating. Prior to that, he served as president of the Oklahoma Independent Petroleum 
Association in 1994 and operated an independent oil and gas exploration company based in 
Oklahoma City. He practiced energy law and earned Bachelor of Arts and law degrees from the 
University of Oklahoma. 
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